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WHITEWATER RAFTING

Dear Friends,

The snow has melted and the spring shoots are showing.
Bird songs in the morning are most welcome! After such a
snowy winter we New Englanders stand ready with rakes,
seeds, and shares. The Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
eagerly looks forward to continued work on the Concord River
Greenway Park, more invasive plant removal at Hawk Valley
Farm, the greening up of the new park behind the Spalding
House, and continued exploration of the ecology of River
Meadow Brook. Donahue Park has already been mulched and
tulips are reaching skyward at Coburn Park and Dubner Park.

We welcome all of you as members to volunteer for our
spring projects, whether lock tending or for river clean-ups.
Last year 335 volunteers gave nearly 1,700 hours of time
toward stewarding our properties and helping carry out our
programs. We track each and every hour because it truly makes
an impact. Thank you to our many dedicated volunteers!

Your support, whether through volunteering, financial,
or otherwise, is very important in establishing and maintaining
our "special places in Lowell." Please share our common
philosophy with others. Membership is our strength.

Kind regards,

Raft on the Concord River
in Lowell!
Weekends April & May
Only!
Whitewater rafting in Lowell
on the Concord!? We hear

it all the time, yet we’ve
been doing it for nearly 20
years! Experience this
unique adventure right in
your own backyard. Where else can you raft on natural spring
flow, rather than dam-released water, and ‘lock out’ through
historic locks!? The season is only as long as there is enough
water to run the rapids —so make your reservation early! Trips
are operated in partnership with Zoar Outdoor on Saturdays and
Sundays in April and May. Group trips on Mondays or Fridays
are also available. Get 9 people to raft and the 10th is free!

All trips include two runs down the river through three
sets of rapids (Class III and IV). At the end of the second run,
you’ll get to experience ‘locking out’ through the historic lock
chambers behind UMass Lowell’s Inn & Conference Center.
LP&CT’s faithful lock-tending volunteers help provide this
unique experience.

All rafting proceeds support our work to
establish the Concord River Greenway!
We thank the UMass Lowell Inn &
Conference Center for their support of
our operations.
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RIVERFEST 2011: CULTURE FLOWS

Volunteers make a world of difference. Every four to six weeks
we need help with our mailings and other office related projects.
Shown here, left to right, are: Sheila Carmen, Martha McGowan,
LP&CT’s Project Specialist Jennifer Loher, Fran Nowak, and
MaryAnn McNamara. Several of these volunteers are also land
stewards. Cheers!

Sat. June 11, 2011, 2-6 pm

At Middlesex Community College and
the Concord River Greenway Park

Qe
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Celebrate RiverFest with the Lowell Parks &
Conservation Trust, COOL and other local organizations for
this city-wide event! Kids hands-on recycled crafts and t-
shirt painting. Youth Art exhibits. Public Sculpture. Live
animal presentations. Gatehouse tours and trolley rides. Live
Music, ethnic foods and more! Featuring art by Lineu
Zadereski and the music of:

Farren Butcher, Inc.
Bliss
Cornell Coley
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SPALDING HOUSE LANDSCAPING

WINTER EDUCATION EVENTS

Thanks to input from a committee of members like you
and the technical support of Clarissa Rowe, LA of Brown,
Richardson & Rowe, we’ve developed the landscape concept
below for the back of the Spalding House. Please visit our website
for a more detailed plan:

http://www.lowelllandtrust.org/content/spalding-house

—* Can you help

i make our

vision become
reality?

LP&CT RECEIVES SIGNIFICANT
GRANT SUPPORT FROM:

/ b/ §
assachusetts Cultural Council

Theodore Edson Parker Fdn.
City of Lowell CDBG Program
Massachusetts Cultural Council

Aubert J. Fay Charitable Fund

Cultural Organization of Lowell (COOL)

Richard K. Donahue Sr. Park Maintenance Fund &
Alfred H. and Kathryn E. Coburn Park Fund &
Mary J. Bacigalupo Community Fund
of the Greater Lowell Community Foundation (GLCF)

EnTrust
Joseph P. Donahue Charitable Foundation Trust

Demoulas Foundation

Greater Lowell Community Foundation
Massachusetts Environmental Trust
Philips Medical Systems

patagonia el

NEW ENGLAND FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS

4 { It \
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LP&CT offered three special programs this winter
including “Wildlife Tracking” at the newly protected Hawk
Valley Farm, “Maple Sugaring: From Sap to Syrup,” and a
Family Nature Walk during February school vacation week. Each
programs attracted dozens of hearty souls which braved the wintry
weather to learn about Lowell’s special natural resources.

During our Wildlife

g Tracking event we explored Hawk
Valley Farm on snowshoes. LP&CT
@l co-holds a conservation easement on
this property, owned by Louisa
Varnum, with the Trustees of
Reservations. Hawk Valley Farm’s
unique historic agricultural past
provides excellent habitat for healthy
populations of remarkable wildlife,
including white-tailed deer, fishers,
red and gray foxes, and red-tailed and
coopers hawks.

Maple sugaring is an age-
old tradition, unique to northeastern

North America and New England, in
particular. Today, this is a fun activity for the whole family!
Folks learned how to identify sugar maple trees in Rogers Fort
Hill Park, how to tap them for their sap, and how to turn the sap
into syrup. Backyard sugaring is a traditional activity that anyone
may take part in.

Our school vacation family nature walk adventure
explored the new Concord River Greenway Park. We took stock
of the plants preparing for the coming
spring, searched for macroinvertebrates in
the Concord River, and we even observed
hooded mergansers, common mergansers,
red-tailed hawks, and a Virginia opossum
while out there. It was an amazing
adventure along the Concord River
Greenway! We hope you can join us next
year, because those that joined us found out
that Lowell has lots of natural habitat to
offer local wildlife. At right, Kristine
Nocco peers through binoculars at an
opossum.
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EVENTS WITH OUR PARTNERS

SPRING 2011 PROGRAM SERIES

<9 The Pow-Wow Oak Benefit Concert
¢ % Sunday, JUNE 5th, 2pm -2am!

g At OLE, Merrimack Street, downtown Lowell.
Tickets: $5.00 at the door.

: Fundraising event to help protect the historic Pow Wow

. : Oak on Clark Road in Belvidere in Lowell. Mr. Albert
& O'Heir specifically donated land to the city of Lowell circa
1930 so "that the tree might stand."

Bands to be announced. Between sets enjoy an open mike/jamboree with
poets, folk musicians, singers, duets, and speakers. Master of Ceremonies
is WCAP’s "Wireless Mike Flynn." Auctions throughout the event.

PLEASE RSVP (978) 934-0030

Whitewater Rafting
Saturdays/Sundays, April & May

Trips run at 9:00 am & 1:00 pm
Raft the Class Il & IV rapids of
the Concord River!

RESERVATIONS:

For the Birds

May 7 - June 18, 2011

Brush Gallery & Artists' Studios

256 Market St., Lowell

www.thebrush.org

Artists' Reception: May 14, 2011,2 - 4 pm

Juror: David Allen Sibley well-known author,
illustrator and ornithologist.

A collaboration with Mass Audubon to focus attention on birds and
their habitats and to raise funds for the volunteers who care for injured
birds until they are able to be returned to the wild.

Educational Programming:
In addition to LP&CT’s birding walk (at right), the following events are
being planned in conjunction with the exhibition.

Sun., June 5, 12-2 pm — Visit with live, wild native birds (Mass Audubon)
Sun., June 5, 2-4pm - Bird rehabilitation presentation and slide show
Date TBA (see www.thebrush.org) - Making birdhouses

www.zoaroutdoor.com/concordrafting.htm

Community Briefing

A Community Briefing
on Pawtucket Falls Overlook/
Spalding House Park Developments

Sat. April 30, 10-11:30 am

Learn about exciting plans for improvements and upgrades that
will enhance public access to and visibility of these significant
historic locations on both sides of the Merrimack River at the falls.
Show up and show your support for these developments!

Birding Walk
Saturday, May 14, 2011 (7-9 am)

Lowell Cemetery, Lawrence Street entrance
www.lowellcemetery.com

#osted by Lowell's Community Gardens Greenhouse

*?.t% Earth Day festival

April 18, noon to 4pm, Rain or Shine
220 Aiken Street, Lowell National Park Maintenance Site

free hands-on fun for the whole family!

* Create arts and crafts from the earth
* participate in educational workshops
* Tour the greenhouse

* Learn about nature, gardening, and the
environment

find out about improving our environment through:
* Community Gardening

* Qrganic Agriculture

* Sustainable Industry and Energy
* Recycling

* Composting

* Canal Water Cleaning

* pPlant a Row for the Hungry

featuring a live broadcast by WCAP, music by local

musicians, prize drawings, food, free pansies and seeds,
and more!

for more information, visit: www.communitygardensgreenhouse.org

Join us for an early morning exploration of birds
and their habitats within the Lowell Cemetery
and Concord River Greenway Park. In
partnership with the Brush Gallery and Artists’
Studios’ For the Birds exhibit (TheBrush.org).
Bring binoculars, no dogs please.

Spalding House

Doors Open Lowell event

Saturday, May 14, 2011 (2-5 pm)
383 Pawtucket St., Lowell

Enjoy a tour of Lowell’s third oldest home (c.1760) and explore
Lowell’s pre-industrial history! Enjoy Lowell’s newest park
behind the Spalding House, overlooking Pawtucket Falls.

Sumumer Solstice Soirée

Saturday, June 18, 2011
SAVE THE DATE!

Look for your invitation in the mail for this relaxed, backyard
celebration of Trust accomplishments and the many members like
you that support our work. Featuring wines from Stonehedge,
catering by UTEC’s Fresh Roots program. Hope to see you there!



http://www.thebrush.org
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NEW ‘SPECIAL PLACES’ PRINTS

A large selection of Mark
Romanowsky’s paintings
are now available as true-to-
size professional prints on
canvas. All proceeds
support the Lowell Parks &
Conservation Trust.

www.lowelllandtrust.org or call us at (978) 934-0030.

New prints include
the Concord River
Greenway and the
Bellegarde

The Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust sponsored a book reading
by local author Jane Brox in February. Listening to her reading

from her recent book, Brilliant, under the Spalding House’s historic RIVER MEADOW BROOK
lighting, are from center to right, Catherine Goodwin, Virginia

Michaels, and LP&CT board member Sheila Kirschbaum. River Meadow Brook, historically known as Hale’s Brook, is
now a new area of focus for the Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust.
DOUBLE YOUR DONATION If you have invested in an environmental license plates for your car, a
portion of your registration fee goes to the Massachusetts
Ask your employer about its Environmental Trust. Organizations like LP&CT can apply to the

Matching Gift Program. En\{lronmental ngt for grant funding for projects that impact
) o ) environmental quality of our waterways. We were fortunate to
Current business participants include: receive a two year grant to sustain this work. Here are some
Arbella, Aspect, Autodesk, Inc., Bickling Financial, highlights (so far):

Bristol-Myers Squibb, ca, FHI, HP, IBM, Juniper . Under the guidance of UMass Lowell professors Arnold O’Brien
Networks, Millipore, National Grid/MA Electric, and Lori Weeden, geochemistry students conducted water quality
Polaroid, Sun Microsystems, and Verizon. testing throughout the fall.
. Historian Gray Fitzsimons is researching the historical and
FIND US ON: WE THANK cultural resources within the study area and he’s uncovered atlases
THE FOLLOWING FOR from 1794 to present, 19™ century news articles, engravings,
illustrations, and USGS topography data.
d) Y SIGNIFICANT IN-KIND SUPPORT: )
ot « In anice “confluence” of grants, after MET awarded us our grant,
Anstiss & Co., P.C. the City of Lowell received an EPA Brownfields Area Planning
Eno, Boulay, Martin & Donahue Grant which overlaps with River Meadow Brook.
facebook LDFC/Lowell Plan « Mass Audubon’s Ecological Extension Service supported our

early work on the Greenway and are once again helping out on this
project, including a natural community inventory and botanical
survey.

UMass Lowell Inn & Conf. Center

LOWEL L‘ R I V ERFEST . Motorola and Patagonia corporate volunteers have conducted

J UN E 2011 what we think is the first ever clean-up on River Meadow Brook!
At Mlddlesex Ooli\ ;; / er Greenway Park

LOWELL PARKS & Ilcars
CONSERVATION TRUST | iitrucks

Il motorcycles

“

2 M % %
TG '%‘% NN
] ) | e
. L 1 ‘u R ncampers
@* ) Vi ! _ ,*_ don@?te youta}.’a?slt?z!stz:z!?

- www.lowelllandtrust.org
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PLEASE NOTE: ALL DONATIONS LISTED
BELOW WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN

January 1-March 14, 2011

RENEWING MEMBERS

MEMBER FEEDBACK

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Sustaining members provide ongoing monthly
support. Donations noted below are annualized.
We’ve now made it easier for you to become

a sustaining member (monthly donor)!

Sustaining Members ($250+)
Walter Bacigalupo

Stephen A. Conant & Nancy Rourke
Matthew C. Donahue & Lisa Gwiazda
Nancy & Henri Marchand

The McCauley Family

Sustaining Members ($100-249)

Cynthia & Charles Calvin, Beverly Coughlin, Jon &
Joni Dubner, Allegra & David Fieldsend, Matthew
Foster, Robert & Jane Gilmore, Sheila Kirschbaum,
John Moynihan, Bernard & Kathleen Petruzziello,
Richard & Nancy Pitkin, DJ Prowell, Carolyn Walsh

Sustaining Members ($1-99)
Brian Cutler, Elaine Demetroulakos, Phyllis Linane,
Laurel & David Martin, Lisa FitzGerald Wagner

SPECIAL FUNDS

Jollene Dubner Park Endowment
*Fred Faust

“*Emily P. Jarrell

**Linda V. Leonard

Gail-Ann Brodeur & Howard Martin
Louis & Freda Melkun

Dr. Paul D. & Carol W. Ohlbaum
“*Cynthia M. Van Ness

+ . . . . .
Donations received via the Greater Lowell Community Foundation
* In honor of Gretchen Van Ness

Spalding House 250th
UMass Lowell

Hawk Valley Farm & Spalding House
Maureen O'Donoghue - Sack

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Gifts to the Annual Fund are above and beyond
membership dues. Gifts received prior to Dec. 31,
2010 were listed in the Winter 2011 newsletter.

Annual Fund Donors $500+
Newell Flather
Jeanne D'Arc Credit Union

Annual Fund Donors $50-99
Stephen & Katherine Gendron
Martha McGowan

Maureen Martin

Germaine & Ed Trudel

Proprietors of the Lowell Cemetery

Annual Fund Donors $1-49
Mrs. Kathleen M. Flynn

David & Kathleen Gwiazda

Ivy Lee

Thomas McCall

Suzanne Molleur Beebe

Please support those businesses that
support our work (bold).

Renewing Members $ 250+

Dorothy Bickling, Bruce & Joann Conant, Richard K.
& Nancy Donahue, Nancy Dubner, Christine Dunlap,
Mrs. Richard Emmet, Gail-Ann Brodeur & Howard
Martin, Martha Mayo, Centennial Island
Hydroelectric Company, Lowell Sun Charities

Renewing Members $ 100-249

Clementine & William Alexis, Christine & Bruce
Brown, Nancy Bump, Frank & Rose Marie Carvalho,
Richard & Anne Cavanaugh, John & Ellen
Coppinger, Kay & William Doyle, John Foresteire,
Claire King, Liese Elerin & John Klein, Dan
Laughlin, George & Donna Leahey, Alberta Mooney,
Nick Sarris, The Staff of Dr. Mark Romanowsky's
Office

Renewing Members $ 50-99

Burr McCutcheon & Claire Arakaki, Walter & Claire
Armstrong, Rebecca Backman, Judy & Alan
Blackburn, Mike & Debra Caldwell, Ms. Claire
Chamberlain, Bruce Comjean, Jim & Carol Cullen,
Community Teamwork, Inc., Margaret & Robert
Hartwell, Chris Laughton, Brian Leahey, Dr. & Mrs.,
Leo Makohen, Jack & Helen Picanso, Donna Power,
Cecile Provencher, Ann Romanowsky, Amy Woo
Skinner & Liam Skinner, Cynthia Wilkening, Ms.
Colleen Wojcik

Renewing Members $ 1-49

Anita Adams, W. Robert Adie, Newton & Charlotte
Akashian, Kathleen & Brian Barry, Mr. & Mrs.
Walter Bayliss, Jr., Eleanor Belanger, Joshua Belkin,
Norman Beloin, Mary Blazon, Bruce Boulter, Arlene
Brewster, Mr & Mrs. Joseph Brodeur, Christine
Brown, John Bukala, Mr. & Mrs. John Cadigan,
Robert and Sonja Cahill, Bernie Cassidy, Fran M.
Cheney, Peter & Elizabeth Cole, Brian Considine, Ms.
M. Marcia Conway, Andrew & Thelma Coravos,
Edward & Mary Croke, Harold Crowley, Jr., Phillip
T. & Mary Dancause, Mary Ann Day, Cindy Delpapa,
Joseph & Patricia Dion, Tacomi Martyn Dooley,
Stephanie Duato,, Marcia & John Dumaresq, James &
Carol Dwyer, Sandra & Thomas Eagan, Ann &
Arthur Eno, Jr., Lois Fay, Helen & Richard Fearon,
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Fichtenbaum, Deborah Finch,
Nancy and Keith Finch, Virginia FitzGerald, Bill
Gerber, Sandra Green, Mr. Arnold Hansen, Martha
Hill Sackett, Donald Hogan, Lynnda Ignacio, Martha
Jackson, David & Marlene Johnson, Robert & Mary
Johnson-Lally, Stephen and Mary Kandrotas, George
Stalker & Jean Keskulla, Theodore & Ruth
Kosiavelon, Mr. Kenneth Kriedberg, Leo & Deborah
Krygowski, David LaBrode, Tom Langan, Elizabeth
& Edward Leary, Frank Makarewicz, Lynne
Maniscalco, Michele & Frank Marino, William &
Janet McMahon, Kara & Patrick McNamara, Christa
Miller, Patrick Mogan, James Moloney, George
Montminy, O.D., Mr. & Mrs. Carl Narsasian, Roger
& Joyce Normand, Carol O'Dea, William O'Connell,
Barbara Page, Virginia & Robert Powers, Stephen
Purtell, Kathleen Quill, Philip & Patricia Ragnio,
Thomas Raphael, Helen Regan, Michelle Ritchotte,
Maria Robarge, Kristin Ross-Sitcawich, Silva & Sons
Plumbing & Heating, George Stamatoyanakis,
Virginia Stowell, Fotine Syrmopoulos, Mary Ann
Szufnarowski, Mr. J. David Titterington, Mary
Trombly, Leslie Tye, Marc & Geraldine Vagos, Ms.
Frona Vicksell, Lowell Spinners, Jackie Wilburn-
Wild & David Wild, Paul D. Williams, Will Winslow

Winter Animal Tracking:

Thanks for leading such an enjoyable
and informative winter tracking at Hawk
Valley Farm. After that tour, I came back,
put on my snow shoes, and went looking for
tracks on Fort Hill. There were mostly
squirrel tracks but I think I saw some fox
tracks in the woods that came through an
opening in the cemetery fence at the top of
Fort Hill.

Anne Cavanaugh

A review on GreatNonProfits.org:

LP&CT is an amazing organization.
We found out about the organization during a
new-residence orientation - and have since
volunteered both in-kind and within the
annual fund. We liked everything the
organization stood for; including helping
build walkways along the water front,
planting more trees in urban neighborhoods,
and cleaning up parks and other open spaces.
After doing many volunteer activities, we
quickly realized that one of the main reasons
we love the organization is because it truly
causes noticeable change and improvements
year after year that everyone around,
including ourselves, can enjoy and make use
of. I'mvery selective of organizations |
belong to, and this one is a no brainer
because of the results delivered and the
passion they have to really make the area a
better place.

Phillipe L.

THANK YOU !

We thank Charles Frean for updating our
website with our new logo! We appreciate
your many hours of technical design support!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Dorothy Bromage, LIRA
Jocelyn & Melchore Ciulla
Nancy Doyle
Ruth Evans & Charles Worsley
Richard Howe, Jr.

Robert Moynihan
Mary Myers
Sandra Romanowsky
JoAnn Robichaud
Victor Saffrin & Barbara Callahan
Jean Schott
Kristen Scopinich & Joshua Burgel

IN MEMORY OF...

Sarah B. Young Erika Magill




Support the Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust. Become a member or renew today!

The Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust relies on membership dues for continuing our mission to protect the parks and open spaces of

Lowel | I'f you havendt already, please ¢ O ourmembershipcurene "9 {1
Yes, I want to support the Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust! Please see your address label.
A $250 A $100 A $50 A $25A $15 A $ Notecards: #___ sets ($10/set + $2/shipping)
A Idve enclosed a matching gift form from my/my spouseds en
A 1d8d Ilike to become a sustaining 6greend member and donate
A Please call ot email me about volunteeting: (mailings, land stewards, lock tending, etc.).
Payment method: A Check enclosed A Charge my credit card: A Visa A MasterCard A  AmEx
Account # Exp. Signature
Name & address: Would you like to make a special donation?

We have established endowment funds to support

these projects, above and beyond membership dues:

A LP&CT Endowment Fund A Jollene Dubner Park

(For LP&CT e-news!) EMAIL: A Spalding House Fund A Hawk Valley Farm
Please mail to: LP&CT, PO Box 7162, Lowell, MA 01852
v o o Spring 2011

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
PO Box 7162
Lowell, MA 01852

Address service requested
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White Water Rafting

e

Whitewater Rafting
Saturdays and Sundays, April & May
Trips run at 9:00 am and 1:00 pm
Class III & IV rapids on the Concord River!

RESERVATIONS:
www.zoaroutdoot.com/concordrafting. htm

call us at (978) 934-0030.

Spring 2011 Events
Please RSVP (978)934-0030

Community Briefing
Sat., April 30, 2011 (10-11:30am)

Birding Walk
Saturday, May 14, 2011 (7-9 am)

Spalding House - Doors Open
Saturday, May 14, 2011 (3-6 pm)

Pow Wow Oak Benefit
June 5, 2011, 2pm-2am @ OLE

Summer Solstice Soirée
June 18, 2011—SAVE THE DATE

LP&CT Board of Directors

Dorothy Bickling
Brian Chapman
Christine Cole (Treas.)
Stephen Conant
Matthew C. Donahue, Esq.
Lauris Donovan
Sheila Kirschbaum (Clerk)
Henri Marchand
William Martin, Esq.
Dr. Mark Romanowsky (President)
Jane L. Calvin, Executive Director

Brian Cutler, Education & Stewardship Manager
Jennifer Loher, Project Specialist

www.lowelllandtrust.org



