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PRESIDENTôS LETTER   EVERY  K ID  IN A PARK  

The Little Engine That Could 
 On Friday, October 16, 2015, many of our closest friends, 

members, and community leaders gathered to celebrate our 25th 

anniversary. The ballroom at UMass Lowellôs Inn & Conference 

Center was decorated with beautiful grasses and floral 

arrangements generously donated by Mahoneyôs Garden Center.  

 We were delighted to present Newell Flather with the 

Jollene Dubner Conservation Award to honor his tireless 

support and advocacy in our early years while we were finding 

our footing, picturing us as what he called ñthe little engine that 

could.ò  Jolleneôs family came from New York to celebrate her 

legacy with us in bestowing Mr. Flather with this award.   

 Older teens in the after-school program, TREES, spoke 

poignantly about the impact of the  program on their lives. The 

evening also included a silent and live auction presented by State 

Representative Tom Golden, a ñwine-grabò fundraiser and lively 

music from the band, Testify.  Thank you to all of our guests, 

sponsors, and especially the volunteers who worked tirelessly to 

make the occasion a success! 

Transition in 

Leadership 

Two members of 

our board of directors 

have transitioned off 

the board, opening the 

door for new leadership 

at the Trust.  (cont. p2)                            

 Thank you to everyone that joined us for our semi-annual 

Walk from Lawrence to Lowellðten miles of adventure along the 

Bay Circuit Trail route that follows the Merrimack River.  We thank 

Rich Bizzozero, a steward for Deer Jump Reservation for generously 

sharing his time to introduce us to AVIS (Andover Village 

Improvement Society) and their properties.  The event concluded 

with everyone gathering for a spirited Annual Meeting pizza lunch. 

Discovering Lowell:  

Field Trip Grant Will 

Reach 400 Fourth Graders 

 Fourth graders in Lowell 

will have a unique opportunity to 

experience the Lowell National 

Historical Park this year.  Thanks to a grant from the National 

Park Foundation, LP&CT and Lowell NHP will partner to offer 

the Discovering Lowell program. 

 The partnership project will reach at least 400 fourth 

grade students in the City of Lowell through youth-serving 

agencies, Lowell Public Schools, and the Lowell Community 

Charter Public School.  During the program, students will travel 

to the park for a two-part program with the first visit to learn 

about Lowellôs history and then they will return for a Riverboat 

tour on the Merrimack River, highlighting pre-colonial Lowell.  

 ñLowell is all about industry and the industrial revolution, 

but thereôs so much more,ò said Lowell NHP Superintendent, 

Celeste Bernardo.  ñThe river, its ecosystem and impact on the 

city are a hidden gem in Lowell and providing the opportunity to 

work with our partners at Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust will 

open up a whole new world to the students.ò 

Other 4th grade groups are welcome to participate, please call (978)934-0030. 

LP&CT past president Matt Donahue and Nancy Dubner present 

the Jollene Dubner Conservation Award to Newell Flather  

(photo courtesy of Harkins Photography). 

MERRIMACK  RIVER  WALK  
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City of Lowell CDBG Program  

Massachusetts Cultural Council/ 

Youthreach Program 

Alliance for Community Trees/CBS EcoMedia/Lahey Health 

Constellation, an Exelon Company 

Aubert J. Fay Charitable Fund 

Richard K. Donahue Sr. Park Maintenance Fund & 

Alfred H. and Kathryn E. Coburn Park Fund 

of the Greater Lowell Community Foundation 

Joseph P. Donahue Charitable Foundation Trust 

Greater Lowell Community Foundation 

Land Trust Alliance 

Lowell Public Schools 21st Century Program/MA DESE ASOST 

Saab Family Foundation 

Votze Butler Charitable of the GLCF 

AFTER-SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS  PRESIDENTôS LETTER , cont. 

Lowell Leaders in Stewardship Fall 2015 

 Throughout Lowellôs after-school program you can find 

students exploring Lowellôs environment and gaining STEM 

skills through extended learning in the outdoor classroom.  

This past fall we offered programs at six locations: Greenhalge 

Elementary, McAuliffe Elementary, Shaughnessy Elementary, 

Robinson Middle, Freshman Academy and Lowell High School.  

 Led by the talented education staff at LP&CT and Mass 

Audubonôs Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary, all of our students 

were able to practice a variety of scientific skills and gain a better 

understanding of Lowellôs natural resources. Some highlights 

from this fall: 

t McAuliffe : 3rd/4th- graders met a painted turtle, some mice, 

a groundhog, and a screech owl, and wrote stories about 

these animals native to Lowell. 

t Shaughnessy (photo above): 4th-graders are creating their 

own field guide to the trees around their school. 

t Robinson: 5th/6th- graders are learning about the wildlife 

and habitats around their school, including collecting data 

about a red maple tree that was planted by prior students. 

t Freshman Academy: Students are exploring Lowellôs 

watershed, performing water-quality testing on the 

Concord River and learning what we can do to protect it.  

t TREES: Our oldest students successfully applied for 

their own grant  from the Massachusetts Cultural Council 

(Amplify Youth Voices).  The group drew upon their 

personal experiences with ñEnvironmental Adventuresò to 

identify a need in their community: they decided that not 

enough people in Lowell were aware of the urban parks 

and green spaces that they have been able to explore.  

Look for their activities as a part of the city-wide Earth 

Day events!  

This project is supported in part by 

the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 

which receives support from the State 

of Massachusetts and the National 

Endowment for the Arts. 

 
LP&CT Board 

members, Bill Martin 

and Stephen Conant. 

(cont.) Bill Martin 

and Stephen Conant 

helped found the 

Trust and served 24 

and 25 years on the 

board, respectively.  

We canôt thank them enough for their contributions toward 

improving the quality of life in Lowell.  Their vision and  

leadership has had a tremendous and very visible impact on the 

landscape in Lowell.  They will both stay involved with Trust 

activities, but will now take on a less formal role.   

 Two new board members have rotated onto the Trustôs 

board of directors, after serving a year as associate board 

members.  Jonathan Geer, is a retiree after a 38-year career 

with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 

Environmental Affairs and other state environmental agencies.  

He is the president of the Belvidere Neighborhood Association 

and former president of Keep Lowell Beautiful. Christine 

McCall , is currently an Assistant Planner at the Department of 

Planning and Development for the City of Lowell and previously 

worked in Senator Eileen Donoghueôs office.  

 We thank Steve and Bill for the commitment to our 

mission for so many years and welcome 

Christine & Jon to the board! 

 

LP&CT  R ECEIVES  SIGNIFICANT   

GRANT  SUPPORT FROM : 

http://www.massculturalcouncil.org/programs/youthreach.asp

